101 ALMOST FREE
GARDENING PROJECTS

BY HILERY HiIXON

=

ﬁ

N < =
\‘\
// U \’\
L

~

,//



101 Almost Free Gardening Projects
www.hileryhixon.com
Copyright © 2011 Hilery Hixon
All rights reserved, including reproduction rights.

Book Design by Crazy Dog Publications

To Order Additional Copies:
1-866-308-6235
Charleston, South Carolina

Library of Congress Control Number: 2011900730
ISBN: 1456519824 / EAN: 978-1456519827
Printed in the United States of America



4 TABLE OF CONTENTS

TABLE OF cONTENTS

INTRODUCTION.....ooooeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s 9
PLANNING ... 11
Start a Garden Journal ..o 12
No Fail Container Garden RECIPE ........ccocevererieieicieecieeie 13
Surefire Butterfly Garden Recipe ........cccocvvevevieiinieeieeieiee, 14
Keep Nuisance Birds Away for AImost Free ..........ccccceevevennane. 15
HErD PArterre .......ooiiiiiie e 16
Rescue RaiNStorm WOIMS .........oovvvieiinenenene e 17
Self-Cleaning Garden Tool Corral ...........ccccevveveveveieieieeenns 18
Toilet Paper Roll Seedling Protectors ...........ccoceeeieieicinenienn 19
FOUr SQUAre POTAGE ........ccveiiiieiiiise s 20
Plant Markers from Household Trash ..........ccccoeeeviiennieninennnn, 21
Direct Water with Mini Berms ..........ccocooiiiininiieneceee 22
Garden Containers with Peanut Filling ..........ccccooooivniiiinnnnn, 23
Dividing Perennials for Free Plants ...........cccccocvvvieiicncieiieen, 24
Pantyhose Plant TIES ..o 25
Lower Soil pH with Coffee Grounds ...........cccocvvrvireiincinninnn, 26
Raise Soil pH with Wo0od ASh ........cccoevvviiieicccecr e, 26
Do 1t YOUrself PH TeSt ....ccviiiiiiiiieieee e 27
Inexpensive (or Free) Weed Killer ..., 28
Host a Plant Sharing Party .........ccccccevevveiveieninie e, 29
Save Your Garden Soil with Living Mulch ... 30
Living Mulch in Container P1ants ..........ccooooviviiiniiiiiienns 31
Free and Almost Free Nursery Containers ..........ccccoevevvevernnnenn, 31
Get More Plants into a Smaller Space ..........ccoceveveiiicieennn 32
SOIl SOIAMIZEN ..o 33
Help Containers Beat the Heat ...........ccccvevviveneiecciciceceis 34
Clean Containers with a Low Cost Solution .............ccccceeevenene 35
The Spilling Garden ... 36
FiNding Freebies ......coooveieiiieccece e 37

Make Your Own Potting MiX .......ccccocerereneieiceeeceeee 38



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Make a Batch of COmMPOSt TEA ....cvevveveeierieiciencese e 39
Check Your Soil Composition with a Mayonnaise Jar ............. 40
Irrigate with Soaker HOSES .........ccovveriiiniiiiseieeee e 42
Pantyhose Fruit SIING ......ccccoovviviiiie e 43
Conserve Water with Newspaper Mulch ... 43
Cloche from a Two Liter Bottle .........ccccoovvoivininiiiiciecens 44
Watch for End of Season Sales ..........ccooerienieniiensieieenen, 45
Cheap and Easy vy TOPIArY ......cccoovvveiiiineienene e 46
VRUILDING .......ooooooeeeeeseeessssseees s 49
Plant @ ROCK .......ooiiiiiii e 50
Transform Ugly Pots into Beauties! ... 51
Step through the Garden on StONes .........cccccvevvevveieesieseeneiens 51
Create an Inexpensive Wire Trellis ..., 52
Don’t Remove the Stump, Use it! ..., 54
Stone Wall from Recycled Concrete ........cccocvvevveverieivevenennnn, 55
Water Garden on the Cheap ........ccccoovviierininienenec e 56
Save Space with a String Trellis ... 57
No Cost Garden EAging .......ccccvvereienierieiecceeee e 58
Down and Dirty Compost Bin ... 59
Irrigate a Tabletop Container Plant ...........cccoovciiinnniniinn. 60
Free Garden Path ... 61
Window Frame Focal Point for a Few Dollars .............cc.ccoue.ee. 62
Scrap Wood to Raise CONtAINErS ........ccocvvererererenieieeeeenenes 63
Rain Barrel from a Garbage Can ........c.ccocevevvrerierieiieieennanens 64
Make a Container out of AImost Anything .........ccccoovviinenine 65
Don’t Build aWall, Plant It! ........c.oooveiviiiiiceecee e, 65
Cheap and Sturdy Tomato Cage .......cccovevveverieeeieeieseeeseniens 66
Easy Climbing POIES .......ccccoiiiiiiiiceeee e 67
Free PEa TrelliS ...oooivecceece e 67
Garden Fence from StickS ... 68
QuiCk Watering Ald ........coeiiiiieiieiisee e 69
Planter Box from Scrap WOO0d ..........cccoeiviiniiincienciieieiee 70

CUCUMDBET TTEILIS vt 70



TABLE OF CONTENTS

GROWING .......oooooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeo 73
Save Money, Start from Seed .........ccccovvvevviinieiiii e 74
Seed Starting Containers from Garbage ........cccccoevvvveiveivcnennnnn, 75
Saving Seeds to SaVe MONBY .......cccceiirierenincne e 76
Saving TOMALO SEEUS ......cvvveerieirieere e 77
Checking Seed Viability ........cccceoviiiiieniiiie e 78
Saving Space with Interplanting ...........ccocooiviiiinnieienens 79
Spread Out the Harvest with Successive SOWINg ...........cc..c..... 79
Get More Harvest with Succession Planting ..........c.cccceveevevnane. 80
Broadcast Seeding with a Grated Cheese Container ................ 80
Start Sweet Potato SHPS .....coovvveiviiiiieiicesce e 81
M0SS Garden RECIPE .....eiviiieiieiesie e 82
Grow Your OWn Salad ........cccoereiiiieieieieceeee e 83
Grow Your Own Loofah .......cccovviinininieeeeeeeeee 84
Create Seasonal Flower Displays for Pennies on the Dollar .... 84
Grow YOUr OWN SalSA ....c.coviiiiiiiiiiiieiie et 85
Grow Your OWN Cat TOYS .....ccvevriiirinenriniesienesresre e 86
Attract Ladybugs to Your Garden ...........ccoceveeveverenesenesiennan, 87
Save on Birdseed, Grow It! ... 87
Grow Your OWN POLALOBS ........coveiiriieiiniieie s 88
Patio TOMALOES .....vevvveriieiiieiiete et 90
Windowsill Chili PEPPENS .......cocoiiiiiiieiiee e 91
Grow a Supermarket Pineapple ... 92
Start a Supermarket AVOCAAO ......cccovevreieiiie e 93
Almost Free Plants from CUttings ..........ccocevevirieinininceenenn 94
Don’t Have a Trellis? Grow One! ........ccocovveveveieinecneene, 95
Save on Plants, Grow from Seed! .........ccccovvivviiiniineiiiiniens 96
Spread the Love with Baby BUIbS ..........ccoooeiiiiiiiee, 97
Quick Indoor Herb Garden .........ccocvvvveveneieneeeeeee e 98
Planting Supermarket Garlic ..........cccoevvevveiveivcinciese e 99
Repel Insects With Mint ... 100
Grow Your Own Jack-0-Lantern ........cccccecevvveneiereieeeaiesennnns 101

Pickle Jar TErrarium .....cc.ccoveeeiiiiiecie e 102



TABLE OF CONTENTS 7

HARVESTING ...oooooeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeee s 105
HErD 168 CUDES ..o s 106
Preserve the Harvest by Freezing .........cccccoeevevevevieineiesinsnannns 107
Roast Your Own Pumpkin Seeds ..........cccooeveneieinnieieieneenns 108
Roast Your Own Sunflower Seeds ..........cccevvevveriieienieienneennn. 109
Harvest @ BirdNOUSE ........ccccvrvveiiieireinccscsesese s 110
Ripen Green Tomatoes with an Apple ..o, 111
Refrigerator PIiCKIES ..ot 112



INTRODUCTION

When | was in third grade, | read in a magazine about an experiment with
celery. I'went running up to my mother asking if we could do the experiment.
She took me to the kitchen and we retrieved a stalk of celery from refrigerator.
She helped me make a fresh cut on the end of the stalk, and then | put the
stalk in a glass of water. We put several drops of red coloring in the water
and left the glass on the kitchen pass-through ledge. As patiently as a third-
grader could, | waited three days.

After the three days were up, my mother and | cut the stalk in half and could
see the red food coloring in the veins where the celery had taken up the
colored water. | was hooked.

All my life, | have loved projects. This book is a fusion of two of my
passions: plants and projects. | created this book to share ideas to interact
with the garden without breaking the bank.

Enjoy the projects and adapt them to best suit you and your garden.

Now get out there and grow!
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DIRECT WATER WiTH MiNi RERMS

Watering efficiently not only saves water, it is better for plants as well. Light,
frequent watering causes roots to grow just under the surface of the soil.
Surface soil dries out quickly, which stresses plants. By watering deeply
and less often, root structures of the plants grow deeper into the soil. Deeper
roots are better equipped to handle dry spells.

Y

SIDE VIEW

Soil Ridge

_ o

Soil Line

Encourage deeper soaking by building
Soil Ridge 5 5 small soil ridge around the plant.
As far as the plants leaves reach out is
the distance that the soil ridge should be
from the base of the plant. When it rains
or when you water, this ridge creates a
TOP reservoir for the plant that will collect
VIEW water and allow it to soak into the soil.
Without the ridge, the water could drain
off before completely soaking in.
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GARDEN cONTAINERS WiTH
PEANUT FilLLiING

Typically I prefer not to use filler with container plants because that means
less soil for plant roots. However, with large containers and small plants,
filling the entire pot with soil means using a lot of potting mix and it also
makes the pot extremely heavy.

Container filler is great for large pots playing host to annual flowers and
groupings since these plants usually have shallow root structures.

MATERIALS

e Large container (cleaned and ready to
plant)

*  Recycled filler material

e Selection of annual flowers

FiLLER MATERIAL IDEAS

»  Foam packing peanuts
e Aluminum soda cans (washed and crushed)

If your container is very large, it may be ideal to do this project with the pot
sitting in its final destination. A fully planted container can be extremely
heavy, even with these weight reducing recycled fillers.

Place the filler inside the pot. The depth of the pot depends how much filler
you would need. I generally fill the pot up one third with filler. However,
if your pot is three feet tall and you are planting it with petunias, you will
definitely want to use a lot more filler.

Fill the rest of the container with potting mix and plant normally.
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cLOCHE FROM A TIWO LITER ROTTLE

A glass cloche is an expensive addition to a gardener’s collection. However,
a cloche from a two liter bottle is nearly free. A cloche will help save the day
in the spring if a sudden cold night threatens new transplants in the garden.

MATERIALS

e Clean 2 liter soda bottle with label removed
e Scissors or sharp utility knife

The bottom third of the bottle has small
ridge right below where the label is
located. Using the scissors or utility
knife, carefully cut along this ridge
and discard the bottom portion to the
recycling bin.

The cloche is now ready for use. Remove
the cap from the bottle and place the
cloche over the transplant, being careful
that the leaves are not touching the sides
of the bottle.

When nightfall is approaching, replace the cap on the bottle to trap the heat
inside. This will keep the baby plant nice and toasty.

After the cold spell has passed, remove the cloche completely.
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WATCH FOR END OF SEASON SALES

Plant collections can grow by leaps and bounds at the end of a season. Check
plant nurseries and garden centers for end of season sales on perennials.
Most of the plants on sale are still in good shape and even the ones that
need a little love can be purchased at deep discounts. Just give the plant
a thorough inspection to make sure there are no infestations of insects or
disease problems.

When you get the plant home, give it a good watering. (Never transplant a
dry plant.) After a couple hours, plant it in the garden. It will do better in the
garden soil than in the pot. Trim off any dead leaves or spent flowers. Ifiit is
root bound, tease out the roots with your fingers. Should the roots not budge
with teasing, take a clean garden knife and give it a few vertical cuts on the
outside edge of the root ball.

After setting the plant in the hole, give it another quick drink. Fill in the hole
halfway with soil and pause to give the plant another drink. Finish filling in
the hole and water in the plant. This process of watering and filling will help
keep the plant from experiencing transplant shock.

These same end of season sales are also a great time to shop for fruit trees.
Fruit trees can be pricey, so any discount is welcomed!
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garden tools 18

garlic 99

grass 58

grated cheese container 80
green manure 30

green pepper 76

H

hanger 46, 110
harvest 107

heat 33, 34, 90

hen and chicks 36
herbicide 28

herbs 16, 17, 98, 106
hilling 89

hot pepper 85
hydrangeas 26

insect repellent 99
intercropping 79
interplanting 79
irrigation 42, 60
ivy 46

J

Jack-o-Lantern 101, 108
jar 40, 102
journal 12,13

L

ladybugs 87
Lagenaria siceraria 110
legumes 76

lettuce 21, 79, 83

lily 13

living mulch 30, 31
loofah 84

luffa 84

M

mealybugs 87

melons 43, 79

mini blinds 21

mint 100

moss 31, 82

mulch 32, 34, 42, 43, 58
Mylar 15

N

Nepeta cataria 86
newspaper 43
nylons 25, 43

O

oregano 98

P

packing peanuts 23
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pea branch 67
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